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Minutes of the Board of Trustees Reclamation District No. 537
October 8, 2020

Pursuant to the foregoing consent and the notice thereof, duly and regularly posted and given to all members of the Board of Trustees, and by-laws of said District, a special meeting of the Board of Trustees of Reclamation District No. 537 was called to order by Acting President Thomas Ramos on Thursday, October 8, 2020, at 9:18 am at Elkhorn Fire Station located at 19756 Old River Rd, West Sacramento, CA 95691. ? acted as Secretary.

1. Meeting Attendance: Meeting attended by Trustees: Bill Mattos, Ross Peabody, Thomas Ramos, Dan Ramos and Ray Yeung. Also, in attendance was the following staff and RD 537 consultants: Manager Kyle Lang, Tina Anderson and Rebecca Smith. 

2. Approval of Agenda:
Trustee Mattos made the motion to approve the agenda as presented. Trustee Peabody seconded the motion and it carried a 3-0 vote (voted on prior to new board member filing vacancies).

3. Approval of minutes of the Board meeting of August 13, 2020:
Trustee Mattos made the motion to approve the minutes. Trustee T. Ramos seconded the motion and it carried a 3-0 vote (voted on prior to new board member filing vacancies).

4. District Finances
Mr. Dumars couldn’t attend the meeting but send along the financial statements for distribution.

5. Public Comment
No public comment

6. Informational Items
Scott Doolittle from Yolo County attended the meeting to discuss fire suppression for the Corp Yard Facility. Based on what Doolittle knows about the project, sprinklers will not be required in the building; however, a fire hydrant is needed, but it doesn’t have to be located on the top of CAMU. Once plans are submitted, the County will need 3 weeks to review them. If a second review is needed it would take approximately 2 weeks.

7. Board Vacancy
There are four candidates for the trustee vacancies: Dan Ramos, Rich Yeung, Tom Cane and Ray Yeung. Trustee Mattos made the motion to nominate Dan Ramos to the Board. Trustee Peabody seconded the motion; the motion carried a 3-0 vote. (voted on prior to new board member filing vacancies). Trustee T. Ramos made the motion to nominate Ray Yeung to the Board. Trustee Mattos seconded the motion; the motion carried a 3-0 vote. (voted on prior to new board member filing vacancies).

8. Update Yolo County Finance Department Authorization Form
Authorized to make Deposits: T. Ramos, D. Ramos or Peabody
Authorized to make Claims: T. Ramos, D. Ramos or Peabody
Authorized to make Budget Modifications: T. Ramos, D. Ramos or Peabody
Trustee D. Ramos made the motion to add additional signers on the Yolo County Finance Authorization Form. Trustee Peabody seconded the motion; the motion carried a 5-0 vote.. Trustee Mattos made the motion to add additional signers D. Ramos and Peabody on the bank account. Trustee Peabody seconded the motion; the motion carried a 5-0 vote.

9. Discuss well permit reviews
The owner of the property located at 20508 Old River Road, West Sacramento, CA 95691
would like to drill a new well for domestic and agricultural use in his property. He contacted Lang seeking approval from the RD. The issue with wells is that they can cause subsidence, which can cause problems with the levee. Lang did some research and determined subsidence isn’t really an issue in that area and that a well shouldn’t be a problem. No formal authorization from the RD was provided.

10. MBK updates:
a. Vegetation Control Project Estimates/b. Rodent Hole Repair Estimates
The board discussed where they would like to conduct vegetation management and other maintenance activities this year.  Trustee T. Ramos made the motion to put out a bid for vegetation management and other contracts for maintenance with a maximum approval of $200K. Trustee D. Ramos seconded the motion; the motion carried a 5-0 vote. 
c. County Repairs
The county plans to make road drainage repairs within the next month.
d. FMAP Agreement
Trustee D. Ramos made the motion to pass the following FMAP resolutions: Local Maintaining Agency Authorizing Resolution No. 537-10-20-1 and Resolution Accepting Funds 537-10-20-2. Trustee Mattos seconded the motion; the motion carried a 5-0 vote.
e. Interior Drainage/Pump State/LEBLS Update
The interior drainage project will be wrapping up for the season in couple of weeks.  The majority of the southern drainage and the detention basin are completed. The upper portion can’t be completed until DWR completes real estate negotiations.
f. Update on Corp yard design and schedule for construction
SAFCA will amend the contract between them and RD 537 to cover additional Corp Yard expenses.  Trustee Peabody made the motion to approve Comstock Johnsons proposal for additional work. Trustee D. Ramos seconded the motion; the motion carried a 5-0 vote.
g. Update on Progress Report Submittal to SAFCA
Progress reports will be submitted regularly to SAFCA.
h. Approval of GEI’s Scope of Work for IS/MND for the building/infrastructure on
Trustee Peabody made the motion to approve the GEI proposal for additional work. Trustee D. Ramos seconded the motion; the motion carried a 5-0 vote.
i. CAMU
CAMU is almost 100% completed. Only a few minor closeout activities remain.

11. Update on Oroville Lawsuit Subpoena
All paperwork has been submitted.

12. Amendment of District Conflict of Interest Code to Add Position of General Manager
Downey Brand will develop the Conflict of Interest Code for the District.  The manager will be added. New Trustees need to file a 700 form now. The manager, Lang, can wait until after the new Conflict of Interest Code for the District is developed. The Trustees and the manager will have to take ethics classes every year. They can be taken online or Downey Brand can put on a workshop.

13. Discussion – Renting tractor mower to RD 1600
Due to the wear and tear that can be put on a tractor, it was decided that RD 537 would not be renting their mower to RD 1600.

14. Manager’s Report
There is a DWR shipping container with flood fight supplies at the fire station.  Lang is updating the District website on LAFCO.  The trustees asked Lang to get a domain name that he could link to the site so that it could be found easier. Trustee T. Ramos made the motion to give authority to Lang to purchase up to $5,000 in bait stations and bait. Trustee D. Ramos seconded the motion; the motion carried a 5-0 vote.

15. Discussion on maintenance priorities of the district
Previously discussed in other items above.

16. Adjourn



